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25 November 1858

Holland, Michigan

The congregational meeting on this Thanksgiving Day opened with the singing of Psalm 86, verse
6 after which the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, prayed and then "presented the needs of
the congregation..." A report was made on the income given for the poor, the Academy,
congregational school, and other causes. The congregational school was $1,128.12 in debt.
There were still twenty-one unpaid bills on the church building. Many members owed money on
their pews. The General Synod minutes of that year indicate the congregation had 168 families
and 334 members. Forty infants were baptized, there were 150 catechumens, and $1,988.50 in
contributions. [page 425]
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 79-81.
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Congregational Meeting on Thanksgiving, November 25, 1858
ARTICLE 1 — After singing Psalm 86: 6, the meeting was opened with prayer by the
pastor. Afterwards he presented the needs of the congregation and informed the
assembly of the collections for this year as follows:
Poor and needy For the Academy For the congregational school For the Widows Fund For the Missionary Fund Van der Werp — for fire damage For the committee for arrears Total-

$675.54
169.60
118.17
11.55
48.35
12.50
60.79
$1,096.50

ARTICLE 2 — The meeting was informed that the collected money of $31.62 was $35.00
too little for the expenses of the congregational school. Needed to cover the debt is
$1,128.12. It was decided to inform the congregation, and to encourage them, via special
collections, to contribute sufficiently, so that this debt can be paid.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee appointed on January 1 was requested to make their report.
The committee, dealing with the debt in the Poor Fund, and that owed to Mr. J. Hampton,
because of a classical assessment in the amount of $80.00, reports. They have collected
$62.29. Te Roller presents $60.79. The differences are to be balanced.
Further, the committee informs the assembly that for paying Mr. J. Hampton they have
received $31.62. $28.34 have been handed over to Rev. A. C. van Raalte, and the
remaining $3.28 is available.
Because the above-mentioned $80.00 is still $48.38 short, it was decided to assess the
congregation and to canvass them for the $11.00 debt for classical expenses; altogether
$59.38 must be raised by the deacons. The pastor will make this information known.

Page 80
ARTICLE 4 — The committee appointed to review the books reports that they have found
everything to be in good order and faithful administration of the consistory. There is a
debt of $57.78 in the Poor Fund as of January 1, 1858. The expenditures for the church
building for 1857 were $49.67 more than the receipts. There are still 21 unpaid bills from
those who have rented pews in the amount of $30.10
As far as the salary account is concerned, the committee found that there are very many
unpaid items. However, investigation revealed that much of this happened because good
rules were not followed. Therefore, the committee urges from now on that all bills, or
other monies, be carefully recorded in the books maintained by Labots.
ARTICLE 5 — The committee appointed to discuss with the carpenters the columns
(pillars) report that they have already handed in their information to Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 6 — The committee appointed to place a fence around the church does not
seem to be present.
ARTICLE 7 — A discussion followed over the debts incurred by those who have rented
pews. The deacons are requested to admonish debtors to pay. In the future, cash
payments will be required for renting of the pews. Those who are unable to pay can
approach the deacons for a place.
ARTICLE 9 (sic) — The president brings up the departure of half of the consistory. It was
decided that the consistory will remain as is.
ARTICLE 10— The consistory proposes to choose an additional elder who lives outside
the city. This was accepted, and it was decided that the consistory will present a duo to
the congregation to choose one.
ARTICLE 11 — A complaint was uttered concerning the limited family visiting being
done by the pastor and Brother Keppel. The meeting was informed that much is being
done in this work, but not precisely in the form that some desire.
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A beginning has been made to improve the procedure, and it will soon be set in motion.
00 ;v6/
and
the
singing
of
the
Ev song.
Wakker,
The meeting was closed with prayer by
Comment: The above minutes should include the following decision of the consistory.
The president informed the assembly that the books of administration of the congregation
will be available for scrutiny by every member of the congregation. See Deacon te Roller
from January 24 until January 31, 1859.
A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of December 14, 1858
Absent due to illne . Brothers Hekhuis, Labots. De Vries was absent because of the
illness of his wife.
The meeting was opene s with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — The minutes • f the previous meeting and the congregational meeting were
read and approved.
ARTICLE 2— The matter broug t up at the previous meeting, namely, whether deacons
discussed. In general, this was answered in the
are members of the consistory, is
affirmative, although there can be sitvations in which an exception must be made. The
connection between elders and deacoûk must always remain distinct, and they need to
work together in good harmony and felllkwship, helpful to one another, which will be
beneficial for the congregation.
ARTICLE 3 — The time for our public meetings was considered, because services in the
English language are held at the same time in fir afternoon as the Dutch services. Some
of our members attend the English service, and this has resulted in a smaller collection.
After considerable discussion, and taking into consideration all of the circumstances, it
was decided for the time being to make no changes. \The deacons are to provide the funds
expended as a result of the meetings in the English language.
ARTICLE 4 — In harmony with a decision of the previous meeting, concerning the
seating of students, it was decided, out of respect for the Rev. van Vleck, who wished that
there would be no change, to permit the students the places they currently occupy.

